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If you’re driving through Niagara Wine Country, you might do a 
double take if you spot a British double-decker bus fi lled with smiling, 
laughing people out exploring wine country for the day. Aptly called 
the Twenty Valley Magic Winery Bus, this classic British double-
decker is just one of the unique ways to explore glorious Niagara 
Wine Country. You can also hop into a classic British cab, enjoy the 
luxurious comfort of a Rolls Royce, take a bus tour, or pedal your way 
through wine country on a bike. 

The Twenty Valley Magic Winery Bus originated in Nova Scotia 
wine country and proved so popular that last year the company 
expanded to the Niagara Region, based in Jordan. 

“It’s a North American one-of-a-kind adventure with hop-on, hop-
off stops at four of Niagara’s boutique wineries, combined with a great 
onboard experience with commentary  by our knowledgeable guide,” 
says David Hovell, partner/operations manager. “The bus travels in 
a continuous one-hour loop throughout the day, offering patrons an 
hour at each winery with enough time to visit all four wineries in a day. 
What we offer is fl exibility so if you wish to stay at one winery longer, 
you can do so. When the wheels on the bus go round and round, you 
are in for an all day adventure!” 

There are actually six boutique wineries on the roster to add variety, 
but the magic number is four stops per day.

“Each winery provides a 10 to 15 minute talk to share their story, 
and what makes them unique is they also offer a welcome greeting 
sample taste of their wine before guests go and explore on their own,” 
explains Hovell. ››  

 TOUR ING  N I AGA R A  W INE  REG ION  BY  C A R ,  B IK E ,  HEL ICOP T ER , 
ROL L S - ROYCE  OR  BR I T ISH  DOUBL E  DECKER  BUS

BRING:
-Family and friends that are

ready for a day of laughs,
adventure, and tastings of

some great wines.  

TREAT  YOURSELF:
Spend the night at one of 

the area’s fine hotels after a 
day of fun. Queen’s Landing, 

Prince of Wales Hotel, The 
Charles Hotel and White 
Oaks Resort & Spa offer 
luxurious accomdations 

for a weekend away

weekender
the
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-Photo courtesy Wineries of Niagara-on-the-Lake
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‹‹ “Many friendships are forged on the bus and the conversation 
gets louder as the day goes on! This is wine touring in a responsible 
way whereby we take charge of the driving so you can relax and 
enjoy the day.”

Community Transport Group in Niagara-on-the-Lake (NOTL) 
offers unique wine tours via authentic English cabs, small or large 
tour buses and even a tour in a vintage Rolls Royce. The Vine and 
Dine Afternoon Wine Tour with Cheese Pairing and Public Tour 
lets visitors explore NOTL wine country on a four hour tour with 
stops at four wineries and tastings of three to four wines per stop 
with a wine and cheese pairing at one of the wineries. If you really 
want to impress a loved one, book the romantic Sunset NOTL 
Private Wine & Dinner Tour in an authentic British cab. And for 
a tour that looks like it’s straight out of the TV show The Bachelor, 
tour wine country for five or so hours in a Silver Cloud Rolls Royce 
as part of the Vine and Dine Grand Winery Tour, which includes 
dinner in Niagara Falls. 

Touring wineries by bicycle is the hottest trend in wine tourism, 
according to Andrew Niven, director of marketing for Konzelmann 
Estate Winery. Niven is also chair of the Wineries of Niagara-on-
the-Lake, a collective group of 26 wineries, which represent 80 per 
cent of the local wines in the region. From small boutique wineries 
to large estate wineries like Wayne Gretzky Estates, Jackson-
Triggs, Inniskillin and Peller Estates, the group works together to 
promote wine tourism. 

“Bikes are a major trend and we have a real focus on strengthening 
our facilities with improvement of bike paths,” explains Niven. 
“There are about six or seven places in NOTL who conduct guided 
cycling tours through wine country, as well as offer self-guided 
tours with a map so you can explore at your own pace.”

A vast selection of wine awaits 
visitors at Stratus Winery. 
-Photo courtesy Wineries of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Exploring Niagara wine country in 
the Twenty Valley Magic Winery Bus, 
a classic British double-decker.
-Photo courtesy Magic Winery Bus
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Zoom Leisure Bikes in NOTL offers Niagara’s largest 
selection of high quality cruisers, hybrids, tandem and 
children’s bike rentals. The popular Afternoon Wine 
Tour is a scenic guided tour through Niagara country 
with a sprinkling of history. The ticket includes bike 
rental, a visit to three local wineries with sampling of 
their award winning wines, a cheese and wine pairing, 
as well as a visit to a wine cellar. Zoom will even pick 
up all your purchases along the way and they will be 
waiting for you on your return. 

Grape Escape Wine Tours offers group, private 
and custom wine tours by bike or car. If you are on a 
tight schedule, the Morning Bicycle Tour with Wine 
Pairing may be for you and the ride is about 15 km 
long, touring through scenic NOTL wine country.    

Of course you can always drive your own vehicle, 
but since you are touring wineries and there’s a little 
alcohol involved, why not leave the driving to someone 
else? 

“For wine tastings, wineries offer a one or two 
ounce sample and we suggest tasting to buy rather 
than tasting to drink,” cautions Niven. “Many wineries 
also offer tours every hour on the hour. Weekends, 
especially between 1 and 3 p.m. are especially busy, 
so we recommend that visitors book tours online to 
ensure a spot. Most of our visitors come from the 
Greater Toronto Area and the Niagara Falls/border 
area. On a typical day in peak season, we would see 
about 600 to 800 visitors at our winery.” ››

Guided cycling tours are a growing trend for 
exploring the area, as well as self-guided tours. 

-Photo courtesy Grape Escapes Wine Tours

A vast selection of wine awaits 
visitors at Stratus Winery. 
-Photo courtesy Wineries of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Travel Show
Sunday, November 3, 2019
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Best Western Plus Orangeville Inn & Suites,
7 Buena Vista Dr.

*All coupons will be distributed at the event. Guest must not be immediate
family or reside at the same address as the principal attendee. Minimum
purchase of $1,500 CAD required to earn $50 or $100 discount. Other
restrictions apply, see coupon for full terms and conditions. TICO Ont. Reg.
#50014517. CAA Travel (South Central Ontario) Inc., 60 Commerce Valley
Drive East, Thornhill, ON L3T 7P9.®CAA trademarks are owned by, and use
is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association. (2300-08/19)

RSVP by Oct. 12 and receive a
$50 travel coupon. Receive an
additional $50 travel coupon if
you RSVP and attend with a guest.
PLUS your guest will also receive
a $50 travel coupon*.

Looking for new ideas or
unique travel experiences?
CAA is hosting an event showcasing
some of our most popular travel partners
and their diverse destinations.
Free for all to attend.

CAA Store-Orangeville
78 First St. | 519-941-8360

orangeville@caasco.ca
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‹‹ Niven says he has noticed a significant shift in 
what winery visitors want. 

“People want to stay and hang out and learn, and 
to enjoy the whole wine experience,” explains Niven. 
“They want to hear the story behind the winery and 
learn more about wines and then purchase a bottle of 
their favourite to take home. Perhaps it’s Millennials 
driving this trend for wine knowledge, as our core is 
changing to the 28 to 45 demographic.”

Food and wine pairing experiences are yet another 
huge trend. 

“Our wineries offer Sip and Sizzle experiences and 
we sold 3,000 tickets to the May event,” says Niven. 
“Come Taste the Season happens in November, and in 
February we run an event on weekends called The Days 
of Wine & Chocolate. You buy a pass and can visit up 
to 25 wineries and sample a food and wine pairing.”

For a truly unique way to tour wine country, you 
can book a 30 minute helicopter ride and fly over 
Niagara Falls and wine country before landing at Peller 
Estates. Later that afternoon, a shuttle picks visitors 
up and drives them back to the airport to get their car. 

Niven suggests another unique suggestion for GTA 
visitors to tour wine country in style.  

“With the new NOTL International Airport offering 
flights from Toronto, you can fly here and have a limo 
waiting on the tarmac to take you on a wine tour, have 
dinner and then fly back that evening! We are becoming 
known as a world class destination for wine and wine 
experiences, combined with first-rate accommodations 
in one of the most beautiful regions in the country.” 

Explore wineries such as Peller Estates.
-Photo Community Transport Group FOR ALL YOUR

AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

Serving the community
since 1992

“Maintenance Pays, Repairs Cost” For all makes and models

TIRE STORAGE AVAILABLE
TIRE REBATES ON NOW!

All tyPeS oF Alloy, Steel
And ChRoMe RiMS AvAilAble

CAll FoR youR tiRe Size oR CoMe in And viSit!

www.automotivemaintenance.ca
16040 Airport Road, Caledon East • 905.584.0454

We ARe teCh-net PRoFeSSionAlS thAt oFFeR

RoAdSide ASSiStAnCe, A tiRe WARRAnty, And A nAtionWide
WARRAnty FoR 24 MonthS oR 40,000 KiloMeteRS!

THIS SCANDINAVIAN LOG HOME OF UNSURPASSED QUALITY IS ONE OF A KIND. SECLUDED YET CENTRALLY LOCATED ON 18.47 ACRES
IN CALEDON, THE DESIGNER FINISHES ARE TO DIE FOR! 6000+ SF OF LIVING SPACE, MULTIPLE FIREPLACES, MULTIPLE WALKOUTS,
MULTI-LEVEL DECKS, MATURE FOREST, INCREDIBLE BACKYARD OASIS WITH RESORT AMENITIES; HEATED POOL WITH WATERFALL,
CABANA, MULTIPLE OUTDOOR SEATING/DINING AREAS, SPORTS COURT – WOW! RENOVATED KITCHEN, BATHROOMS, HEATED
FLOORS, AND BEST OF ALL IT’S BEING SOLD “TURN-KEY” – FULLY FURNISHED INSIDE & OUT WITH ALL LINENS, BEDDING, DISHWARE,
CUTLERY – EVERYTHING! SIMPLY BRING YOUR SUITCASE, UNPACK & RELAX!

Offered at $2,995,000

4+1 4 4 3

CENTRAL CALEDON ESTATE

RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Dawn Bennett
Sales Representative

Direct: 416-458-0277

RogeR IRwIn
Broker
Direct: 416-819-6150

(905) 857-0651 • www.caledontownandcountry.com
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